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1. The worimen in many factories maintain a resorved and distant atiitude in
arposition to pariy propagonda. Howsver it is often roasible, by "enne of clever
mensures, to affect the freme of nind of the workers or so to neutralize them

that they shouw rore tolerance in their orposition to the offorts of the Amit-
Funltiopfre. At such timee the atbitude and opinion of the mags suddenly re~
verses itnelf and declares itnolf %o be for tha ~easurepof the party etc.,
ameos to or puto up uvith them, or adopts then vholsheartedly for hours or
for daya. Ofton, then this haprens, thoushtful and gkoptical men are isolatad
and frequently it 1s at tris tire that denunciations are ~wde. This revorsal
of aftitude i+ particularly noticeable aflter well orgmnized factory rrograms,
after movies and cultural rrovrars or also after wisiting new comrunity rrolectc.
oot of the worers then keep up this changed attitude until the next work day;
‘b also froquently, a few hours thexeafter, renewed sorious doubts anmear. It
is ot these tires that combar-propasanda has it preatest effect.

25X1X 2, m&; rropaganda progran in connection with the idea of the
ational Iront is nianned on a long tern basis and is intended 4o establish
the arountecrils for prenent -—easurds nacopsary to the dermoeratic share of

developnent in the Zast Zone. The Tlatinnal Front rropram consists of a con-
siderable nmuher of serarate themes, each of which ig to be enphasized rore
or less ace~rdinz to the rarticular situntion at the tima. Tor instance , the
auection of ths alliance between the <orker and the intellectual is boing )
analysed in factory group discussions from the practical point of viow haforc
gtudying the rolitical significance of this problen, In faes, the National
Front idea is-at first only to be devolored alons tho lines »® the old problen .
25X1X of a unlon botueen the S.D and other parties and ormnizations.
that in no factory has there yet “esn any successful vork bayond this first
approach.  This is apparently because the party has not yeb rueceaded in clari-~
fying this question in the 1 £ g h ¢ of the party profram.

3. The majority of tho oriers seo in the National Front an attermpt hy tho 2D to
eraate a wider field of action for tha old Demeeratic Bloe under the asgis of
a peu nationallsm. "hat has not heen accomrlished up till now will be acecomp-
lished by using the rethods of the Nazis." Thua the idee ig iridespread in the
factories that the "ED is endeavaring to obbain lomal recomition For ita Dlac
policy with~ut boing prepared fo Ainlt that more concessinne of a asu'startial
nature are indispensable to the other partios. The rtriving of the party for
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unity io brushed aside with the obgervation that unity under the SED canmver

be Bit a unity of compulsion. Similarly, the lstmstexplanations of the Partei-
vorstand concerning the cessation of expropriation and land reform are answred
by even the simplest workers vho say that the SED will go hack on these promises
as soon as it can once more permit itself to follow & less popular policy.

A factor which should not be under-estimeted is the attitude of the SED menbors
themselves within the factories. Nowhore in the factories do the party nembers
awi other workers work with any shorp separation botisen them. There is thus a
constant and active exchange of opinion, during the course of which tha party
merkers are very closely watehed by their colleamues. Since these conversations
are carried on, on the one hand hy nop-socialist elements and on the other YWy un~
organized old socialisgts and conmunists, party members £ind themselves obliped to
pursue argurknts of varying kinds. It is therefore frequent that a former German
aationalist will be convineced by the honasty of the FNational Front policy, whiereas
an old Commnist will be confidentially told that the National Front is mevrely a
matter of timely expediency. Such statenents are natiirally not ept secrot btut
are rassed on from mouth to mouth with the result that all party matiers are ac-
capted with the preatest nmistrust. .

The attitude of the rarty metibers ig naturally known to the Parteivorstand. About

one year apo the latter started a broad educational program within the porty

vhich was intended to furnish party members with what was considered to be the

moat important weapoa inm handling all discussions. The main goal of this pro-

gram wag to show the necessity of establishing the National Front. A sscondary

ooject was to destruy the acceptance Yy less intelliment membsrs of the idea

that it was morely a tactical move on tho part of the Party. The Party knows

only too well that a Inrge number of the members are on the one hand not suf~

Ticiently disciplined and on the other too class consclous for them to carry out

the program of the National Front wholeheartedly and in a tactically corraect
manuer, in spite of the fact that they may realize tho necossity for this pro-

pram. Through clever puidance, the 1line of propagsnda was changed during the

course of the past year from one of political allisnce to one of a Hational

Front. The more discerninn membara of the party yielded more or less quickly

to this new line which, ahove all, required that old socialist traditions be

placed in the backpround. fuch an accevntance, howover, seldom took nlace

without some srambling. Above all, ‘une prossucs o

formar Hazis in the factorles creates a difficult problem, Even now it is

wvary difficult to find & place for a politically questionasis expert cven

Whien hia services are required in the intorest of the factory. h

Since, as shown above, the attitude of the basic units and of mot a fow SED
funciionaries cannot be hidden {rom the rest of the world, and as, in conse~
quence, the main line of party propaganda is threatoned, the party committes
came to the decision that slonpside of the intensification of edueation in
rarbicular cages, measures should be taken against members who thus
offend against the party line. Since about April 1949, the attack against
sectarianisr acquired a special meaning within the rarty. This attack will
ba particuliurly significant whenever members or basic units do not uncondi-~
ticnally follow the party linme in connection with the Tight for the Hational
Front.

To sum up, the following conclusions may be made with regard %o the ilatlonal
Front:
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a. lost indifferent wmrkors congider it to be purely a Party measurs,

although sarrying out ocsrtain points of $his progran ray seer desirable.

Bocaume of the attitude of tho lower party organizations and of nost
nembera, the lational Front program will bs given 2 ron-~Cormmuniss ap-

poarance, thus enabling the Party itcelf to initiate counter-propaganda,

vhich rmot not be underestirated.

b. The part.;} members perceive, in part, the necssgity for tho Hatlonal Front.

This section of the party aceepts the necesaity of these "atops on the
road to socialism", each one doing 80 more or less eleverly according
to his camalridyrof handling such a rovorsal. The greathypart of the
arty poss elong with this new line on grounds of discipline, although

1% s all beoconfusing from an ideoiogical ptandpoint, for them te prasp

he true reaning of the National Front to the party, and thus for then,

under these circunstanges, to carry out nrowerdy <he neasures recuirsd LY

the liational Front policy. A third section of the renbors subrits only
grudgingly to the new iine and opposes it both within and outside of

the perty.
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